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ignificant movement’ on Russia’s request
for trial, manufacturing of Sputnik Vin India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, September &
lNDlAlS CONSIDERING Rus-
sia’s request for conducting
phase-3 clinical teial and man-
ufacturing of its Covid-19vac-
cine SputnikVby Indian firms,
officials said on Tuesday, nof-
ing there has been“significant
movenient” on both these
fronts and specific outcomes
are expected soon.

Dr VK Paul, member
(Health) Niti Aayog, who also
chairs the national expert
group on Covxd 19 vaccine

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, Septernber 8

in August was even 2.2% lower
than July, with the monsoon

Lockdown effect: Electricity use in August 2.2% lower than July

states such as Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradash ~ where agri-

much before the onset of the
coronavirus disruptions, indi-

extended t

« - reducing domesticl cultural power ptionis  cating thatit might take more

POWER CONSUMPTION IN  ingdemand. high — recorded anpual  time for electricity consump-

the country fefl 1. G%)Car on- Power demand in states tike mcreases Of 9% and 6.4%, tiontoreach pre-Covidievels.

year(y-0-9}10109. Gujarat, Taroif states with Lower electricity volumes

“The uutrmgh has been  arlargerchinical trials, {BUYin Augustas industrialand Mdu and West Bengal —where 40%- plm industrialand com-  consumed by highly industri
“We, inginpartmer-  commerciatactiviti ined ialcon-  mercial Punjab  alised ik jarat, Mahi-
inlndiaandafewofthemhave  shipwiththisvaccinecandidate  muted in theaftermath of the  sumers prise more than vth of 6.3%. rashtraand Tamil Nadu in FY 20
come forward whileothersare  for manufacture for phase-3  nationwide lockdown imposed  40%ofclectricityusage - were Muted power demand h\ddmggeddo\m thecountry’s
in discussions with the Russian  trial as well as regulatory facili-  to contain the coronavirus out-  lowerby 3.4%,6.206,5.6%and  growth can p fcof thtoasix-

counterparts and the govern-

tation in the spirit of partner-

said the gov-
ernment  attaches “great
importance to this offer of
partership from a very spe-
cial friend to this nation”,

aik V, which is in the publm
domain now,and there would
beav\eedforﬁmeplmse~3tﬁal.
“We are paving ways for
suchaphase-3 trial orbridging

Rafale jets to be

formally inducted
into IAF today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DEFENCE MINMISTERRAINATH  New Delhi, September 8

mentisfacilitating thatprocess  ship and in the spirit of science
of how that connect can be  forhumanity, Paul said.
'made.And thereniaybe specific As far as vaccine develop-
outcomes very soon in that  mentinlndiais concerned, he
regard"Paulsald. said,threecandidates areindif-
studies,as per f Ttisa“win-wi ion”for femntstages of clinic
the regulatory system, to e India and the world, hic said, Currently, iwoindigenously
& 'y‘s 3bil- dvacch i
of tndia,"he told a press con- ity i oneby Bharat Biotech incoflab-
ferencehere. vaccineinjarge and snguxﬁ cant  orationwith the ICMRand the
The Russian government  quantities. otherby Zydus Cadila — have
has hed the govern- Rt fa,goodfor  compl phase 1 of the
men! ot India (hrough appro- ladia,and also excess capacities buroan chmcal trialand moved
the  or i i it tophase-2.
manufacturmg of Sputnik V. can be offered to the restof the The Pune-based Serum
throughIndiancompaniesand  world, hesaid. Institute of India, which has
ingi 3clin- Sputnik V has been devel:  partnered with AstraZencca
ical trials here,Paul said, oped by Russia's Gamaleya for manufacturing the
“ Research } ‘prderm Oxford COVID-19 vaccine i
I i t'he gy and Mi along did. has also started
said. Several Indian companies  with the Russian DirectTnvest-  the process of conducting
are currently studying thepro-  ment Fund (RDIF). Thevaccine  Phase-2 and 3 human clinical
posal,hesaid. hasnotbeen tested in phase-3  trials of the candidate.

HC: Doctor’s prescription not a
must for Covid testing in Delhi

Singh, his French
Flarence Parly and lnd:a’s top
acere-

'DOCTOR'S PRESCRIPTION

maony m Ambala airbase on
Thursdaytoformaltyinduct five
Rafale fighter jets into the
Indian Air Force,officials said.

Parly and Singh will hold
talks in Ambala on ways to far-
ther deepen bilateral defence
and security oooperauon after
the ceremony, the 8

The French defence minis-
terisscheduled toarrive Thurs-
day marning and will depart
Tateafternoon, theofficialssaid.

The first batch of the jets
arrived on July 29, nearly four
ymrs after India signed an

Snot nowfor
those voluntanl) going for

RT/PCRtest todetect Covid-19 -

infection in the national capi-
tal, the Delhi High Courton

Tuesdaysaid,whileexpressing -1/

concern over the sharp and
alarming increasein thenum-
berof cases.

Till now it was mandatory
foraperson to have adoctor’s

of Medical Rescarch (ICMR)for
Covid-19 testing.

The ICMR form specifies
the ca(cvory u( pahcm asper

prescription or sympf to
gettested for thevirus,

A bench of justices Hima
Kohli and Subramonium
Prasad said people need to
carry Aadhaar card for Dethi

agree-
rentwith France.

as
prescribed by Indian Councit

thetesting g

The high court noted there
was a sharp increase in the
number of cases in Delhi and
asked private laboratories to
allow 2,000 Covid 1.9 tests per
day for those who voluntarily
wish forit.

. taking Covid care'

© COMPLAINTS fram states
¢ thatpeoplearebecominglax

break. Electzicil

10.9%, However,

the industriad sh I

yearlowof 1.3%,

‘Complaints from
states that people
becoming lax in

HIGHLIGHTING REPEATED

i taking precautions against
Covid-19, the Centre on
Tuesday said following pul
lichealth measureslike social
distancing and wearing
masks remains key to slow-
ing the pandemic.
Addressing a press brief-
ing, Niti Aayog member VK
Paul,whoalscheads Covid-19
national task force, stressed
on the importance of testing
in containing the pandeinic.
“people should not be
afraid of getting tested. They
should come forward to get
themsalves tested for Covid -
19 if they have syinptomns,”
hesaid. —PTi
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