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'Signlficant movement' on Russia's request 
for trial, manufacturing of Sputnik V in India 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, September 8 

urlargcrdinic.lltrials. 
~We.lreworkinginpaltner­

ship .... ith this vxcine candid.,te 
for manufacture for phase·} 
trialaswcllasregulatoryf<ldli· 
ta[ion in tbe spirit of partner-

\\IEDN! 5.DAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2020 

Lockdown effect: Electricity use in August 2.2 % lower than Tuly 
FE BUR£AU 
New Delhi, September 8 

POWER CONSUMPTION IN 
lhecountryfcll 1.6%}'car·on· 
}'C'ar(y-o·y) ro 109 .7billion unit!> 
(nU) in ,"ugust ;L~ industrial and 
commercialactivitiesrelnained 
muted in the aftemlath of the 
nationwide lockdown imposed 
to contain thecomnavirusout­
break. Electricityconsumption 

in August was e\'{.'tl 2.2% lower 
than July, with the monsoon 
reducing domestic home·coo!­
ingdemand. 

Power demand instates like 
GUjilTilt, Mah<1r;uhtra, Tamil 
N.1duandWc.sl Ikngal-\'Ihcre 
industrial and commercial COil· 

sumers comprise more than 
40%ofelcctricityusage -· ..... 'Cre 
lowerby).4%,6.2%.5.6%and 
1 O.9 Ckt, respectively. However, 

states such as Rajasthan alld 
Madhya PrJ.d<!sh ~ \'Ihere a.l!,ri· 
c.tlltur.;1 poVl'ercolIsumption is 
high - recorded annual 
increases of 9% and 6.4%, 
l'<'Sp<.'divdy.Amongstateswilh 
40%·plm jndu.~tri;lIand cmn· 
merda! cOllsumption, Punjab 
recordedagrowthof6.3%. 

Muted power demand 
gnlwth can IX' symptomatic of 
the indUitria1 slump prevailing 

much before thl,.' on&el .)f th<' 
coronavimsdisruptinns,indj· 
eating that it might take more 
tiroe for electricity consump 
tion lo l'l2'ach pre·Co\id kvels. 

Lower C'1!!ctricity volumes 
con!,umcd by highly jndu~tn 
alisedstateslikeGujarat,Maha· 
rashtraandTamilNaduinFY20 
h<l.ddraggcddo\"'llthecowltry-'s 
ilnnualdcmandgrowthwasix· 
yearlowof1.3%. 

INDIAIS CONSIDERING Rus· 
sia's rQquest for conducting 
phasQ-3cJinicaltriaJandman· 
ufacturingof its Covid-19vac­
cine Sputnik Vby Indian finns, 
officials said on 1'ue-sday,not· 
ing thereh:l5 been "'significant 
movement" on both these 
fronts and specific outcomes 
amexpectcdsoon. 

'The outreach h3.~ been 
extended to several companies 
in Indiaandafewofthem have 
come forward while others are 
in discosswns\\.ith the Russian 
counterparts and the govern· 
mentisfacilibtingtha.tprucess 
of how that connect can be 
made.Andtheremaybcspccific 
outcomes .... ery soon in that 
regard,"Paulsaid 

:~;fl~~~::~:~~~~~~cience '··i::'::c;::,::,::,:,::::..c.ccc:c.c.::cc;:cc;::.::c::.c.: .... :c.:.::.::::c::cc;;;c;;..::.c;c:::.;.:;;.c;cccc:: ... : .. ;; .. :: .. ::.:.:.::.c:c:c ..•...... : ... cc .. ::.: .. ::c::::;c.·;;.:.; ..• :: ........ , 

Dr VK Paul, member 
(Health) Niti Aayog, who also 
chairs the na.tional expert 
group on Covjd-19 vaccine 
adminislration,said the gov­
ernment attaches "gn~at 

importance to this offer of 
partnership from a very spe­
cial friend to this nation~. 

Hesaidthatlnruanscientists 
havc looked at thedataon Sput­
nik V, which is in the public 
domain now,and lherewould 
bea need for the phase -3 trial. 

"We are paving ways for 
sucha phase·) trialorbridging 

Rafale jets to be 
formally inducted 
into IAFtoday 
DEFENCEMlNlSTERRAJNATH 
Singh,his "'rcnchcountcrpart 
Florence Polrly and India's top 
ntilitarybr.15Swillattendacere­
mony in Amba1a atrbase on 
Thursdaytuformallyindurtfiw 
Rafale fighter jets into the 
IndianAirForre,officialssaid. 

ParI}' and Singh will hold 
t"llks in Ambalaoll ways to fur· 
therdeepen bilateral defence 
and security cooperation after 
theceremony,theysaid. 

The French defence minis· 
tcrisscheduledtoartiveThur.;­
day morning and will depart 
Jateaftemoon,theofficialssaid. 

TIle first batch of the jets 
arrivcdon July 29,nearlyfour 
yi~ars after India signt!d an 
inter-govennuental agree· 
ment with France. -PT1 

studies,asperrequirementsof 
the regulatory system, to be 
facilitated by the government 
of India,"hetolda press con­
ference-here. 

The Russian government 
has approached the govern­
ment of India through appro· 
priate channels to consider the 
manufacturing of Sputnik V 
through Indian companies and 
alsooonductingitspha.sc-·3clin­
kaltrials here,Paul said. 

"Onboththetrackstherehas 
lx-'Cl1significanlmovemtmt,"he 
said. Se\l\?l",)I Indian companies 
arecurrentlystudying the pro­
posal,hesaid. 

Itisa"win-winsituation"for 
India and the world, he said, 
underlining the country's abil· 
ityto manuf.lcturehigh quality 
vaccine in l.ugeand significant 
quantities. 

ltisgoodforRussia.good for 
Jndia,andaJso~GlpadtiC5 
orspcdfic partofthec-apaciUes 
can beoffered totlle restofthe 
worki,hesaid. 

Sputnik V has been devel· 
oped by Russia's Gamalcya 
Research IlIstituteofEpidemi· 
oJogy and Microbiology,a1ong 
with the Russian DiredTnvcst· 
ment Fund (RDIF~ Thevaccine 
has not bc!en tested in pha&c· 3 

HC: Doctor's prescription not a 
must for Covid testing in Delhi 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, September B 

DOCTOR'S PRESCRIPTION 
ISnotmandatoryfromnowfor 
those voluntarily going for 
RTiPCRtesttodetcctCovid-19 
intectiOll in the national capi­
tal, the Delhi IJigb Court on 
Tuesdaysaid,whileexpressing 
concern over the sharp and 
aJarmingincrcaseinthenum­
bcrofcases. 

Till now it was mandatory 
for a pel'Wll to have a doctor's 
prescription or symptoms to 
get tested forthevitus. 

A bench of justices Hima 
Kohli and Subramonium 
Prasad said people need to 
carry A<1dhaar card for O('lhi 
addressproofandfillafonnas 
prescribed by Indian Council 

ofMedi("al Research (fCMR)for 
Covid-19 testing. 

The ICMR form specifies 
the category of patient as per 
thetestingguidclines. 

TIle high oourt noted there 
was a sharp increase in the 
number of cases in Delhi and 
asked private laboratories to 
alluw 2,000 Cuvid ·19 tests per 
day forthose who .... oluntarily 
wish for it. 

As far a.s Vaccine develop· 
ment in India is concerned,he 
said.threecandidatesaroindif­
ferentstagesofdinical trials. 

Currently, two indigcnously 
developed vacdnc candidales·· 
one by Bharat Biotech in collab· 
oration with the ICMRandthe 
other by Zydus CadiJa - have 
completed phase 1 of lhe 
humandinkal trial and moved 
tuphasc·2. 

The Pune·based Serum 
Institute of India, which has 
partnered with Astralencca 
for manufacturing the 
O:dord COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate, h3S also st<trted 
the process of conducting 
Phase·Zand3humandinicaI 
trials of the candidate. 

'Complaints from 
states that people 
becoming lax in 
taking Covid care' 
HIGHLIGHnNG REPEATED 
COMPLAINTS frctm states 
that pCilpie are becoming lax 
in taking precautions against 
Covid··19, the Centre on 
Tuesday said following pub­
lichea1th measures like social 
distancing and wearing 
masks remains key to slow­
ing the pandemic. 

Addressing a press brief­
ing, Niti Aayog member VK 
Paul,whoalsoheads Covid-19 
national task force, stressed 
on lheimporlanceortesting 
in containing the pandemk. 

"People should not be 
afraid of getting tested. They 
should come forward to get 
thentSdws tested forCovid· 
19 if they have symptoms,~ 
hes.l.id. -PTI 

Promise of 

assured 
return? 
Don't get swayed. 
Don't jost go by past hhUoryor 
futuregua,f'(lf!tees. 
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